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I.—Foreicn Potirtics. 


The Basumati of the 15th June writes about the atrocities alleged to 
have been committed by Sirdar Kitchener in the 
Soudan :— 

Such oppression of fallen foes is nothing new with Englishmen. After 
his return to England Charles II caused to be hung in chains the dead bodies 
of Cromwell, Bradshuw, Ireton and other Puritan leaders. Glencoe in 
Scotland was the scene of a terrible massacre. Not a little oppression was 
committed in suppressing the Orange Revolt in Ireland. Terrible oppression 
‘s also said to have been committed in suppressing the Indian Mutiny. 
There is nothing unnatural in all this, When man cannot sufficiently slake 
his thirst for dominion with human blood he ceases to be a man and becomes a 
monster. Englishmen, Frenchmen, Germans, Kussians, Musalmans—whoever 
have at any time become the world’s conquerors by trampling on weaker 
nations have been impelled by fiendish feelings. It is, therefore, idle to blame 
Sirdar Kitchener. He has laid the yoke of slavery on the necks of the indomi- 
table Soudanese, and it was right for the yoke to be laid on them in the manner 
they themselves put the yoke on others. 

But, as Hindus, we have one thing to say, and we will say it, although 
we have no right to say anything on this point. Mercy should dwell with 
true power as it 18 power’s ornament. If even the world’s conqueror is 
guilty of oppression like a mean warrior, there will be no mercy anywhere in 
the soldier's heart. The fortunate alone conquer, but instead of being 
intoxicated with victory they should bind conquered peoples to themselves 
with the golden chain of love and forgiveness. Timur could have become 
the founder of a universal empire, but he was only an oppressor; he onl 
broke and never built. ‘The mission of a destroyer ends as soon as the oem 

of destruction is done. If the English are engaged in Africa only in the 
cruel work of destruction, they will have to retire as soon as everything is 
reduced to dust. If this be the true teaching of history, the future of the 
English in Africa is a subject which must give rise to many reflections. 


Sirdar Kitchener in the Soudan. 


II. —Homer ApMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


2. The Sansodhini of the 14th June complains that outrages upon 
Women are committed not only in the Bhang 

Ghutna quarter, but also in the dompara of the 
Manoharkhali quarter of the Chittagong town. It 
is said that many respectable Hindus are implicated in this crime, One day, 
the residents of dompara had an open scuffle with the badmashes. It is hoped 
that the Chittagong town police and the zamindar and his able manager will 
do all in their power to put down the wicked men. Maulvi Yakub Ali, the 
Court Interpreter, has on many occasions saved his neighbours from oppression 
by badmashes, and it is to be trusted that he will not deny his protection to the 
dom women, now that their honour is in danger. 

3. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th June says that one Umesh Chandra 
Karmakar, an inhabitant of Khamarbere in the 
Bankura district, who has been fraudulently sent 
up a8 a cooly to some Assam tea-garden, has written to his brother to say that 

arada, mistress of Rasul Singh, the well-known cooly arkat of Bankura, 
together with another arkati named Nasib Khan, administered to him some 
poison mixed with betel and tobacco, which deprived him of his senses, and 
in this condition they brought him down to Calcutta. At Howrah, he writes, 
© regained consciousness and refused to go with them, but was forced into a 
carriage and taken to a cooly depdt, where he was detained for 20 days. 
From the cooly depot, says he, he was made to go to Assam. 
The man’s brother is preparing to bring a charge against the arkatss. 
4. The Hituvadi of the 16th June has the following:— eae 
All agitation and discussion have been 1n vain. 
Will the outrage of female chastity in Mymensingh 
be never put an end to? We fail to understand why.the authorities have not 


Outrage upon women in Chitta- 
gong town. 


A cooly case. 


Badmashi in Mymensingh. 
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June 15th, 1899. 


SANSODHINI, 
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June 16th, 1899, 


HITAVADI, 


June 16th, 1899, 
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yet girded up their loins to put down the ‘admashes. It is complained that in 
some places the executive authorities are not trying their best to put down 
badmashi. Their neglect and indifference are encouraging the badmashes, 
Here are a few instances of oppression, which have come to our notice this 
week :— 

Three badmashes, Kangal Sarkar, Nathu Shaikh and Alam Shaikh, abducted 
at night one Dukhini Chandalini, wife of Kukuria rc | of Kona Basail, 
within the jurisdiction of the Phulbaria thana, and ravished her, Hearin 
that they would be prosecuted, they kept the woman in the house of another 
Shaikh, whence she was rescued. Kukuria went to the thana to lodge a com- 
plaint against the badmashes, but the thana authorities refused to entertain the 
complaint under section 498, The ape orange then applied to the Deputy 
Magistrate, who ordered the police to make an enquiry into the complaint, but 
the Sub-Inspector reported the complaint as false, and asked for the permission 
of the Court to prosecute the complainant under section 211. Kukuria, there- 
fore, filed a petition and appeared in Court with witnesses on the 22nd instant, 
But the hearing of the case was postponed to the 23rd. On his way home 
Kukuria was attacked by a gang of 40 or 50 badmashes, headed by the accused, 
who again carried away his wife and concealed her in village Maskandha. 
Kamal and Nathu of Phulbaria and Taju, Hamid and Nabu of Maskandha 
were among the badmashes who attacked Kukuria. Kamal has been arrested 
and sent up under section 366. 

The case of Daibaki was taken up again. The Police Inspector of 
Mymensingh and the Sub-Inspector of the Nandail thana enquired into the case 
and reported it as true. But Daibaki’s father persistently declined to prosecute 
the case. 

The names of the badmashes, who abducted Ramhari Mala’s wife, are now 
known, The accused, however, have not been arrested. ‘This reflects great 
discredit upon the police. 

The case of Kasibala has been proved to be true, but the accused have not 
been arrested. 

No enquiry has been made into the case of Dinaj Khan’s wife. It is 
hoped that the attention of the Inspector of Mymensingh and the Sub-Inspector 
of the Nandail thana will be drawn to this case. 

In the case of the abduction of the niece of Muchha Shaikh, the Deputy 
Magistrate dismissed the complaint without calling on the accused to produce 
the abducted woman. Muchha Shaikh applied again, and the police has been 
ordered to make an enquiry into the case 

Kumathkali, a village in the Mymensingh district, is a haunt of badmashes. 
The Sub-Inspector of the Nandail thana says in his report, that dadmashi in 
Mymensingh cannot be put down, if special measures are not adopted to put 
down the badmashes in Kumathkali. Let us see what special measures are 
adopted by the Government. 

The local paper reports the following cases:— 

One Biyulla Shaikh of Kalikapur village within the jurisdiction of the 
Dewanganj thana, complained to the Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpur that, 
on the 11th May last, Maulvi Abdul Wahed Miyan, Sub-Registrar of Dewanganj, 
with the aid of the local Postmaster, Munshi Mahummad Iyachhin, had his 
wife, Rupjan Bibi, enticed away by Dukiram Das. They unlawfully kept 
her confined in the house of Abdul Gaful Munshi, Head clack of the Sub- 
Registry Office. After six or seven days Rupjan Bibi was found out and a 
complaint was lodged under section 498 of the ledien Penal Code. 

On the 22nd May last, Shaikh Nawab Ali of Gajudia complained to the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kisorganj that, on the 17th May, Shaikh Iyadali, Shaikh 
Afsar and others broke open the door of his bed-room at night and carried oer 
his wife, Rupjan Bibi, aged !4 or 15, gagged, to a neighbouring house whic 
was empty. Then, when they attempted to ravish her, she raised a cry, which 
drew a crowd, and the badmashes bolted with her to a field. Three days after 
they left Rupjan Bibi near Nawab Ali’s house in a senseless condition. In 
this case, the Subdivisional Officer of Kisorganj has summoned four offenders. 

Onthe 19th or 2ist February, eight or nine badmashes ravished and 


abducted one Apjan, the niece of one Muchha Shaikh of Char Srirampur within 


the jurisdiction of the Nandail thana, Muchha Shaikh first complained to the 


/ 
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olice, but they referred him to the Deputy Magistrate. The Court 
ee one Fatu Shaikh and issued a warrant for the production of Apjan. 
But Apjan has not been produced and the complainant said in Court that his 
niece had been married to one Naja and a fabél (marriage certificate) had 
been registered. 
5. The same paper reports the prevalence of theft and badmashi in some 
d badmasht in the villages in_the Hooghly, Khulna and Faridp ur 
anomie = districts. For the last three or four months theft 
and badmasht have been prevalent in Haripal, a 
village in the Hooghly district. The chaukidari tax is levied with a high hand, 
but the chaukidars are never out at night. On the 9th June last, there was a 
dacoity in the house of Bhudhar Chandra Sangai. The Police authorities have 
held no enquiry into the matter. 
Badmasht is prevalent in Gopalpur, a village in the Khulna district. 
Women are being ravished. The police is indifferent. 
A few badmashes have made themselves a terror to the people of Thalia 
in the Faridpur district. Chastity is not safe in the village. 


/ 


(b)—— Working of the Couris. 


6. The Barisal Mitatsht of the 13th June complains that it has become 
a rage with the Barisal Munsifs to strike off suits. 
Some Munsifs come to Court before 11 o’clock 
and immediately proceed to call up cases. The 
absence of the parties and their pleaders at that early hour gives the Munsif 
an opportunity of striking off cases or giving ezparte decisions. On the 10th 
June last, which was a rainy day, Babu Ambika Charan Datta, third Munsif, 
came to Court before eleven and decided a number of cases ezparte. Procedure 
me this is calculated to do no good and does not even lighten the work of the 
ourts. 


Acomplaint against the Mun- 
sifs of Barisal. 


It is not proper to hold Court before eleven, which has been fixed by a 


High Court circular, as the hour when the Courts should begin to sit. 


7. The Shikshak Suhrid of the 14th June cannot approve of the Barisal  sumsuax suum, 


eed dk ea Hitaishi’s strictures on Babu Chandi Charan Sen, 
Subscdianto Judge of Barisal. Subordinate Judge of Barisal (Report on Native 
Papers for 3rd June, paragraph 5). The remarks 
must have been thoughtlessly made at somebody’s instigation. Babu 
Chandi Charan is a most pious man and a most upright and efficient officer. 
It is probable that some pleaders are discontented with him, because he has 
the sense to take all their quibbling and specious argumentation at their true 
worth. The Hitaishi may have been influenced by some such disappointed 
pleader in writing against Chandi Babu. 
8. The Sanjivant of the 15th June writes as follows i 
} ee At the desire of the Magistrate of Dacca 
enrernment in the Munshiganj and the Commissioner of the Dacca Division, the 
prosecution of Kali Prasanna Basu, Mukhtar of 
Munshiganj, and his muharrir, Devendra Kumar Som, for bringing a false 
charge of theft against Maulvi Fazlal Karim was conducted by the Govern- 
ment. This caused extreme harassment to Kali Prasanna and Devendra. If 
Kali Prasanna had not been a man possessed of means to take the protection of 
the High Court, he would have, most probably, been by this time thrown into 
jail. It is the High Court’s impartial administration of justice which has 
saved him and his muharrir. | | 
It may be asked why public money was spent in rosecuting the men. 
A false charge of theft was brought against Maulvi Fazlel Karim, and it was 
the -Maulvi who ought to have instituted and conducted the prosecution 
against the two men. It is difficult to see why, instead of merely giving the 
aulvi sanction to prosecute Kali Prasanna and his man, the Magistrate and 
the Commissioner of Dacca advised Government to move in the matter and 
conduct the prosecution on behalf of the Maulvi. Nor is it clear what led 
the Government to follow this advice. The Lieutenant-Governor should peruse 
the High Court’s judgment and enquire into the secret cause which led the 
acca authorities to advise a Government prosecution. 


/ 


HitTavVaDI, 
June 16th, 1899. 


BARISAL HITAISHI, 
June 13th, 1899. 


fune 14th, 1899. 
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/ 9, The. Basumsti of the 15th June/has the following under the heading 
| tie of ** Justice or Did saa / | | : | 

| Maulvi Faelal Karim. /  Maulvi Fazlal Karim’s stay at Munshiganj ig 
iving rise to fresh scandals every day. So long the Maulvi’s scandalous 
ealings had been confined among people of no importance, but collisions are 
now taking place between him and highly-placed Government officers. Lately 
a peon o Munshjganj Munsifi, who has since gone home on leave, wag 
cited as a witness in the Maulvi’s Court, The Maulvi passed an order requiring 


the Munsif to produce the peon, but the latter refused to comply, on the 


ground.that he had no control over the peon who was then absent on leaye, 
There was. correspondence between the Munsif and the Maulvi on this point, 
in the course of which the Maulvi used improper language against the Munsif, 
And even in his judgment in the case, the Maulvi commented on the Munsif’s 
conduct. The Munsif has reported the whole circumstance to the District 
Judge of Dacca, who, it is said, has reported the Maulvi to the High Court 
strongly censuring his conduct. With Mr. Bolton to back him, the Maulvi 
need not, indeed, fear anything. But Mr. Bolton should consider whether 
the derisive clapping of hands against the Maulvi by the whole country is not 
a disgrace to Borecnsent as well. Itis Maulvi Fazlal Karim that exists for 
Munshiganj and it is not Munshiganj that exists for Maulvi Fazlal Karim, 
Will Mr. Bolton say whether Government is not bound to grant redress if 
Munshiganj is always in trouble on account of the Maulvi? | 
Public servants charged with theft are, it would seem, entitled to the 
services of Counsel at Government cost or why should the Bengal Government 
or, in other words, the Chief Secretary, Mr. Bolton, direct the Advocate-General 
to defend Maulvi Fazlal Karim in the theft case against him ? 
10. ‘I'he same paper publishes a letter from a correspondent accusing the 
— Munsif of Basirhat in the 24-Parganas of striking 
o4-Parganes. = == ——~S~*«é« «Cates Without any fault on the part of the 
plaintiffs, Cases are struck off if there is but a 
minute’s delay in calling in pleaders from the Bar Library. The Munsif is 
warned for the future. 
11. The Hitavadt of the 16th June finds fault with the sentence passed 
on the accused in the Karbala Tank Lane case, who 
oR ekt Punishment of aserious ore charged with criminal trespass into the house 
of Babu Umes Chandra Ghosh of that lane and 
with assault on him and other inmates of his house. The Magistrate had, under 
the law, no power to summarily try the offence with which the accused were 
charged. But he nevertheless tried the case summarily and let off the accused 
with a fine of Rs. 5 each. It is said that the Magistrate did not even call the 
complainant to give evidence. The punishment has been extremely light. In 


broad daylight and in the heart of the metropolis the accused trespassed into . 


the house of a gentleman and thrashed the owner of the house, and yet they 


were let off with a small fine. If offenders are so lightly punished, how | 


will the public live in peace and security? The Magistrate’s decision has 
pained and surprised the writer. 
12. The same paper has the following with reference to the case in which 
Be a ae Herbert James Hazle was charged with caus- 
asgaultenge ent in fhe Banige™d ing grievous hurt to one Hosain Khansama, the 
keeper of a refreshment stall at Raniganj :— 
The Court has done justice in the case, but the sentence passed 18 
extremely light and does not exactly conform to the law. Imprisonment 1s, 
according to the law, indispensable in a case under section 325. Under that 
section, there is no choice to be made between imprisonment and fine. We, 


therefore, fail to understand how the Court let off the accused with a fine of 


Rs. 60. The Court, no doubt, committed a mistake in passing the sentence. 
For we cannot believe that a Magistrate, who so scrutinisingly and impartially 
analysed the evidence in the case, purposely refrained from sentencing the 

accused to imprisonment. 7 : 
13. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 16th June says 
Registration of adocument ina that a deed of sale was presented for registration 
Sub- Segistry Office in the Burd- before the Sub-Registrar of Guskara in the Burd- 
dices cee wan district on the 21st September 1898, not by the 


7 
1X 
h 


( 431 ) 


} , 

ers, but by the purchaser, Babujen Dafedar. A process was issued against ee 
a posMneete requiring their attendance before the Sub-Registrar, and on — | 
their not attending, their attendance was compelled by a warrant. M.A. H. 

Abdul Aziz was, at the time, in temporary charge of the Guskara Sub-Registry 

Office, Though the two executants denied execution, he used zulum on them 

in order to make them say that ys Gass executed it. He had the men 

‘dentified and their thumb impressions taken and had the deed regi . But 


when oa purchaser got the deed back from the office he saw that the word ~ 
46 it 


in the expression “ execution is admitted” written in red ink on 
the back of the document had been struck out, and the word “denied” written 
above it in black ink. This is rather strange. Why wasthe word “ admitted” y 
written and why were the thumb impressions of the alleged executante taken, in | 
if they denied execution? And if they did admit execution, as was at first cee md 
written, why was the word “admitted” changed afterwards to “denied ” ? at 
14, The Sanjay of the 16th net — - os ae 
va, ntly one day Babu Raj Mohan Majumdar __,,,.. 6, ; 
shnoee, Dee Mi no gp ahas Sriram Maj catlen, editor of the Fetter at 
Waridper, and the Faridpur Hytaishini, went to the Faridpur Collectorate for | 
Hitaishins. a copy of a revenue sale notification and had a ae 
quarrel with the sale muharrir, Babu Dwarka Nath Datta. Babu Raj Mohan tia 
submitted a petition to the Collector referring to this quarrel and had his he 
etition supported by a letter from Babu Jogendra Nath Vidyabhusan, Deputy i 
agistrate. Had it not been for an opinion recorded against the Farsdpur et 
Hitaishini by the late Collector, Mr. Temple, Babu Dwarka Nath would have | uy 
fared very badly on account of this petition. He produced Mr, Temple’s iy 
opinion before Mr. De, Collector, and thereby proved his innocence in the 
matter. 

The incident which led Mr. Temple to record a note against the Aitaishns 
was this: When Mr. Hampton was the District Superintendent of Police here 
the Hitaishini made against him certain accusations which were found to be 
false and malicious, and Mr. Temple, therefore, recorded his opinion against the alg 

aper and deprived it of the privilege of receiving revenue sale notifications init 
tor publication, When this was done, Babu Jogendra Nath Vidyabhusan was wig 
the Deputy Collector in charge of the Certificate Department, and he must, 
therefore, have been well aware of Mr. Temple’s order. It is curious that in 
= of his knowledge of that order, he wrote strongly in favour of the 

itatshini on the occasion of the quarrel referred to above. Babu Jogendra 
Nath has been a stauneh friend of the Hitaishint for the last three years, 
though no one knows the secret of this. But is it proper for Babu Jogendra 
Nath to keep any connection with a paper which was censured by his superior 
officer? Native rule now prevails in Faridpur, and it is no wonder that a man 
like Babu Jogendra Nath should be most lax in the performance of his work. 
Strange to say, the Hitatshint bears a good character in the eye of the District 
Judge also. Myr. B.C. Mitra ought to send for the Collectorate record and 
inform himself of the character Mr. Temple gave to that journal. 


Babu Jogendra Nath Vidyabhusan is the author of a book named Chauki- 
dari Darpan, which is sold for 6 annas a copy. He has introduced the book 
among the chaukidars in this district and is said to be making a good profit 
by its sale. The book is kept in every thana for sale. We do not know by 
whose help Babu Jogendra Nath has set up this lucrative business. But is it 
right to compel the chaukidars, who do not know even their alphabet, to 
purchase the book ? Cannot Babu Jogendra Nath afford to distribute copies 
of it among the chaukidars gratis ? 


(c)—dJazls, 

15. The Charu Mthir of the 13th June says that the Lieutenant-Governor sia ads 

is of opinion that there is a constant tendency in juno 13h, 1899. 
we 1, utenant- Governat 0 the Bengal jails to treat prisoners under sentence 
» Bengal ate. of rigorous imprisonment with leniency in the 
matter of labour. This, His Honour thinks, ought to be rectified, because ‘the 
intention of the Magistrates, when they sentence a man to hard labour, 15 that 
he shall be put to some really toilsome tasks, the memory of which will be 
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- increased the rigour of jail labour and jail discipline. 
jail. Is labour in the Jail Press harder than gree neon Is basket-making more 


| ee ees 


by no means attractive to him the next time he feels tem to crime.” The 
writer cannot agree with the Lieutenant-Governor in’ this matter. Prisoners 
are very often treated badly and put to extremely hard labour. 


16. The Bangavasi of the 17th June writes as follows:— 
aes. In Sir John Woodburn’s opinion, gardenin g 
Sir John Woodburn on jail should be permitted in jails oy so far as to pro- 
— duce vegetables required by the jail population: 
and gardening on a large scale, with a commercial object in view, should on no 
account be permitted. In Sir John’s opinion gardening is no labour at all. It 
has no punitive effect, and should not therefore be encouraged. Sir George 


Campbell, acting under a similar impression, committed great mischief, He 
here is & press in 


tedious than working in a garden? Are all prisoners to be made to work the 
oil-mill, or break stones? Gardening, if properly done, «s hard labour, : At the 
same time, it keeps the body and the min healthy. In jails, the foremost 
care of the authorities should be to reform the character of the prisoners. We 
agree with most of Sir John Woodburn’s views, but we cannot agree with his 
views on jail discipline. We fear lest he should follow Sir George’s opinion 
on jail discipline and commit mischief. If putting quinine into wrappers is 
considered sufficiently hard labour, why not working ina garden with spades 
and sickles be considered as such ? 


(d)—Education. 


17. The Sanjay of the 16th June has the following :— | 
| Before making its accusations against Mr. Reu- 
ther, the Faridpur Hitaishinit ought to have ascer- 
tained if the orders referred to by it were issued by 
the Inspector himself or by somebody else, So far as our information goes, 
and it is perfectly reliable, the orders were not issued by Mr. Reuther. There 
was, in fact, nothing of an unusually grand character in the reception which 
was accorded to that officer. Any visitor is accorded such a welcome. 

The Hitaishint has since retracted its statement that Mr. Reuther took a 
loan of ten rupees from the Head Master of the Zilla School. Why this 
retraction? ‘T’o escape the clutches of the law? But people will not easily 
believe that the other charges against Mr. Reuther are not as unfounded as the 
one which has been retracted. Did the editor personally witness every incident 
referred to by him? 


Mr. Reuther would have done well if he had inspected the school belong: 
ing to the editor of the Faridpur Hitaishini. 


18, Amarendra Nath Datta, B.a., writes as follows in the Prativasi of the 
The Middle Vernacular and 19th May:— 

Middle English Schools in Bengal. It will be no exaggeration to say that these 
schools (the Middle English and Middle Vernacular Schools) are doing absolutely 
no good to the country. These schools are mostly in the villages and count 
among their students two classes of pupils—lIst, those who, after passing the 
Middle English Scholarship Examination, intend to prosecute their studies in 
Entrance Schools, and 2nd those, whose education begins and ends in these 
schools. The first class of students prosecute their studies in these schools as 
long as they can, simply because they are too young to go to the towns without 
guardians. ‘I'he second class of students do not aspire high and have to earn 
their livelihood after passing the examination. To tell the truth, these schools 
benefit neither of these classes. Experienced teachers of minor schools have 
plainly told me that they are not in favour of the system of education in vogue 
in these schools. 

In my opinion, there should be a bifurcation of the lower education. In 
the tirst place, there should be a separate section corresponding to the fourth 
olass in an Entrance School, for those boys who, after completing their study in 
Middle Schools, go to Entrance Schools. In this section English and Ben 
Literature, Mathematics, History and Geography should be taught. In the 
second place, there should be a different section for those who end their educa- 
tion in these schools, In this section, there should be a separate class for the 


The Faridpur Hitaishini’s alle- 
gations against Mr. Reuther. ~- 
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iculture and Zamindari, Mahajani and Bazar Accounts. Difii- 
cult subjects like Hygiene, Physics and Chemistry should not be taught to 
these young boys. Yor they understand very little of these subjects and are 
made to get the contents of the text-books on these subjects by rote. Buta 
little knowledge of Agriculture and Zamindari, Mahajani ‘and Bazar Accounts 
will qualify them for the posts of gumashta, sarcar, &c. They may also go to the 
Survey and Medical Schools. 

I hear that a Committee has been formed for the purpose of devising the 
best means of pe ge Science in these schools. I pray the Director of Public 
Instruction to take all possible means to improve the teaching of Science in 
Colleges affiliated to the University, but let those, who look upon the education 
imparted in vernacular schools as an equipment for earning a livelihood, 
be taught such subjects as would stand them in good stead in earning their 
daily bread. I write these lines simply because Mr. Pedler is for reforming the 
present system of education, and it is hoped that these lines will draw his 


attention. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


19. The Bharat Mitra of the 19th June complains of the filthy condition 
of the Bara Bazar quarter of the town, The refuse, 


The conservancy of the Bara 
Bazar quarter of Calcutta. 


deposited by the residents on both sides of the 
streets and allowed to remain there, go on slowly 
rotting for weeks together, In fact, the heaps of refuse in some places 
become at last so large that the carts, which now and then visit the quarter, fail 
to remove even one-half of them at one time. The Municipal officers who are 
in charge of the Bara Bazar quarter must be held responsible for this state of 
things. 

20. The Prativast of the 19th June complains that the conservancy of 
the Calcutta Municipality has become a serious 
menace to the residents, as heaps of refuse are 

allowed to accumulate for days and weeks on most. streets, and to spread 
stench in this rainy season. Some time ago, the Chairman of the Municipa- 
_ lity excused himself by saying thut the outbreak of plague had scared away 
the Municipal sweepers and carters. But have not those men yet returned? 
- Complaints about unswept and uncleansed streets have, in the meantime, 
become almost deafening. The residents of Chunapukur Lane got up the 
other day a numerously-signed memorial to the Chairman. A medical man, 
writing in the Indian Mirror, drew the attention of the Municipal authorities to 
the filthy condition of Sankaritola, Mirzapore Lane and the neighbourin 
laces. The residents of Bechu Uhatterji’s Street, Sitaram Ghose’s Street an 
ir Jaffer’s Lane find it no longer possible to tolerate the existing state of 


things. Has the Municipal Bill anything to do with the present apathy of 
the Municipal executive ? 


21. The same paper draws attention to an outbreak of foot and mouth 
ad 3 disease among cattle in the Jalpaiguri district. 
disisice, (ease in the Jalpaiguri The prevalence of the disease is seriously interfer- 

ing with agricultural operations. The greater 
portion of this district is the Government khas mahal, from which a yearly 
revenue of about 12 lakhs of rupees is derived. It is, therefore, Govern- 
ment's duty to set an example to other zamindars by appointing two or three 
veterinary doctors for the benefit of its tenants, It is to be hoped that on the 
occasion of his intended visit to Jalpaiguri next month, His Honour will leave 
instructions for preventing mortality among cattle. 


The conservancy of Calcutta. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. The Basumati of the 15th June complains that the Station Master 
of Poradaha on the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
and his children commit great oppression on sellers 
of milk, mangoes, eggs. fowls, &c. 


The Station Master of Poradaha 
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23. The Midnapore correspondent of the Mihir-o- Sudhakar of the 16th 

The Midnapore burial-ground rh ae on the subject of the Tantigeria 

3 Maulvi Muhammad Jan, on ing what had 

occurred, caused the following letter to be written to the Collector by the Pre. 
sident of the National Muhammadan Association :— 


“Dated Midnapore, the 27th February 1899, 
From—Syzep Munammap, President, National Muhammadan Association, 
V'o—The Oollector of Midnapore. 

I navethe hononr to state that the Managing Committee of this Association, 
after personal and careful inspection of the $y Railway from Khorogpore 
to Raniganj (Jharia line), as well as of the Muhammadan burial-ground at 
Tantigeria, have come to the conclusion that the line, as at present laid ont, 
has actually taken up a portion of the burial-ground in question, Therefore, 
unmistakable evidences of a number of graves falling within the alignment of 
the Railway, and in order to have every respect for the memory of those who 
have been buried there and who are dear and near to the local Muhammadan 
community, they desire me to respectfully request that the line should be 
so altered asto leave the Tantigeria Muhammadan burial-ground entirely 
untouched. ie ip 

2. I may mention that any individual opinion, which may have been 
previously expressed on the subject, has nothing to du with the general views of 
the community now given expression to en masse. 

8. In those circumstances, I hope you will be pleased to do what you 
think proper to prevent such an act of sacrilege being done.” 


On receipt of the above, the Ccllector invited by letter Maulvi Osman Ali, 
Secretary, Muhammadan Literary Society; Maulvi Sadruddin Ahmad, Professor 
of Arabic in the Midnapore College; and about a dozen members of the 
National Muhammadan Association to meet him at his house the next morning, 
that is, on the morning of the 28th February last, in order to discuss the 
question of the Railway encroachment upon the burial-ground, The under. 
mentioned Muhammadan gentlemen accordingly met the Collector :— 


Maulvi Syed Muhammad (alias Muhammad Jan Saheb), Maulvi Sadruddin 
Ahmad, Maulvi Abdulla Khan, Maulvi Sadat Hosain, Syed Aolad Hosain 
Saheb, Syed Shaha Jiauddin Saheb, Muhammad Hosain Saheb, Maulvi 
Khayrat Ali, Maulvi Nasrat Khan, Syed Abdul Rahman Muzaffar, Sub-Registrar 
of Midnapore; Majharul Huq, Abdul Ali and Abdul Rab. Mr. Townsend, 
the Railway Engineer, also came. 


The Collector began by taking down the names, occupation and places of 
residence of the gentlemen present. He then said:—Let those who went 


with me to the Tantigeria burial-ground last year, when I went to inspect the 


land proposed to be acquired for the Railway, and who gave their consent to 
the proposal, stand up. 


Only the last four of the Muhammadan gentlemen named above stood up. 
Collector rather angrily): Only these four? Certainly not; some 10 or 15 
men were with me. 


To this, the four gentlemen replied that none but they had accompanied 
the Collector. 


Collector: Do you now mean to say that you have any objection ? 


The other gentlemen replied: Yes, we now see that the Railway line is 
being taken through the burial-ground, and we object to that. 


The four gentlemen, who had given their consent, now stated as follows:— 


We never saw anybody bury dead bodies in the place and did not, therefore, 
make any objection. | 


On this, Maulvi Osman Ali requested the Collector to ask those gentlemen 
whether they did not live at a distance from the Tantigeria burial-ground, 
whether they had not a different burial-ground of their own, named Nilbari, 
and whether before giving their consent, they had taken the opinions of other 
Musalmans. To the first two questions they replied in the demsitve and to 


_ the last in the negative. 


/ 
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The Collector then enquired of Maulvi Sadruddin Ahmed what prohibi- 
tions there were in the Musalman mo books in connection with. the carry- 
‘ng of a railway line through a buria -ground. ‘The Maulvi having explained 
him the prohibitions and Maulvi Syed Aolad Hosain saying that he had with 
his own hands buried dead bodies in the place and even mentioning the names 
of the persons whose dead bodies he had so buried, the Collector said to Maulvi 
Qsman Ali, that as the survey work had been finished and the construction of 
the line had been begun, it was difficult now to make a diversion of the align- 
ment, but he was willing to pay to the gentlemen present any amount which 
they might demand as compensation for the graves which had been encroached 
TP acl Osman Ali informed the Collector that the poorest Musalman would 
not sell the graves of his fathers for any sum of money, and added that if the 
Magistrate was convinced that the line had actually passed over graves, he 
should be pleased, for the sake of the religion of the Musalman residents of 
Midnapore, to order a diversion of the alignment. 

The Collector said he would consider and reply. 

The Muhammadans waited some days for a reply, but received none. 

It may be mentioned here that before this meeting, that is, on the 17th 
February, 2 memorial had been sent to the Viceroy signed by about a 
hundred Musalmans, and the following reply was received from the Govern- 
ment of India :— 


‘No. 484R.C., dated Simla, the 21st March 1899. 


From—The Government of India, Public Works Department, Railway Construction, 
To—The Seoretary, Moslem Literary Society, Midnapore. 

Tue Muhammadan inhabitants of Midnapore are informed, with reference 
to their memorial, dated the 17th February 1899, to the address of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, praying for a diver- 
sion of the alignment selected for the Khorogpore-Jherriah line, Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway, in order that it may not pass through the only Muhammadan 
cemetry in the neighbourhood, that the memorial has been forwarded to the 
Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Railways, Calcutta, and 
that officer has been requested to submit a report on the subject for the in- 
formation and orders of the Government of India,” 

This reply has re-assured the Musalman community of Midnapore, who 
are anxiously awaiting a final decision in the matter. 


24. The Hitavadi of the 16th June, which contains a portrait of Colonel 
Gardiner, has the following :— 

As the Agent of the East Indian Railway, 
Cononel Gardiner did his best to promote the 
interests of the passengers and always took steps to prevent the commission 
of outrages on female passengers on the East Indian Railway.. He was always 
ed and impartial in his dealings and never made a distinction between a 

ative anda European For these reasons, his memory will always remain 
fresh in the mind of the Indian public. Colonel Gardiner has now been 
appointed to the post of Public Works Member in the Supreme Council. It 
18 & fom pleasure to us to learn that he has returned from England and 
joined his post. 

We are also personally grateful to Colonel Gardiner. He invariably caused 
enquiries to be made into all complaints against the East Indian Railway, 
poet in this paper, and acquainted us with the results of such enquiries. 

is subordinates preferred many charges against the Hitavadi, but these he 
always ignored. A Railway officer of position reported against the Hitavads, 
because it had referred to the past misconduct of a railway employé:— 


“TI would draw the attention of the Agent to the exceedingly improper 
conduct of the Hitavadi newspaper in raking up old cases.” 


To this Colonel Gardiner replied :— 


‘‘Persons who behave so disgracefully must be prepared to have their 
character raked up.” 


Colonel Gardiner saved the Hitavadi from many unjust and unnecessary 
prosecutions. For this favour we are extremely grateful to him. To tell the 


Colonel Gardiner, late Agent of 
the Kast Indian Railway. 
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truth, the Indian public are grateful to Colonel Gardiner for various reasons. 
When the. aed cep of fndia approved of the proposal to appoint European 
Hospital Assistants in the place of natives, who have passed the final examination 
of the Campbell Medical School, even then Colonel Gardiner objected to this 
decision on the ground that the native doctors were better educated than the 
European Hospital Assistants. In connection with this subject, he algo 
remarked that the life of a cooly was as valuable as the life of an officer. How 
many Europeans are heard to make sucha genorous remark? 

The European employés of railways oppress and ill-treat native passengers. 
On our representation, Colonel Gardiner always took steps to put down such 
oppression and highhandednegs. Here is his order of 1898 on this sub- 
ject :— | 

“3, Colonel Gardiner remarks that it should be very strongly impressed 
on the European staff that the native passengers are the backbone of the 
passenger traffic and that their interests must be as carefully considered as those 
of the Europeans and the same efforts made to accommodate them as com- 
fortably as circumstances admit.” 


No otber Agent passed an order like this. 
Colonel Gardiner always insisted on female passengers being treated 
courteously and kindly. Here is his order of 1895 on the subject :— 


“Special attention is directed to this point in connection with female 
assengers who may be travelling unaccompanied by male friends or relatives, 
he Company will regard with the gravest displeasure and punish most 

severely any neglect of their wishes on this point.” 


In bis order of 1896, he instructed the railway employés to courteousl 
treat female passengers without male escorts. Here is his order of 1896 on the 
subject :-— 3 

“ In cases where the passenger concerned is 8 woman unaccompanied by 
a male friend or relation, the station-master must see that every possible pro- 
tection is afforded her while she remains on the Railway premises. At stations 
where there is a waiting-room Ayah the passenger should be placed in her 
charge until she can be attended to, the station-master Ty that no time is 
lost in disposing of her case. If she is without means and fare is due, the case 
should be dealt with in the most considerate way, the fact being briefly wired 
to the District Traffic Superintendent, if necessary, for orders, the station-master 
being meanwhile responsible that the passenger is properly cared for.” 


For this and other reasons, we are grateful to Colonel Gardiner. He is 
now not the Agent of the Kast Indian Railway, but all railways will now be 
under his authority. It will not be too much to hope that under him all rail- 
way inconveniences will be removed. . 

25. The Chinsura recente of the 18th June asks Fs — is true yo 

i? teat rahmo missionaries are grante e passes for 
ules te Waners tna Hao travelling by the Really Bengal State Railway. 
Railway. If so, why should not Hindu and Musalman mission- 
aries enjoy the same privilege? The Gauranga Samaj of Calcutta should 
enquire if the privilege cannot be extended to Sankirtan parties; in which 
case, the latter may arrange to hold a grand gala day at Darjeeling. 


(h)— General. 


26. The Charu Mihir of me Le : une has the following :— : 

ki : e plague, which is ruinning the country, has 
aciewnt pollens Me Pos gr benefited at Bask one class of is The Milt 
plague duty. students of the Medical College have found in the 
outbreak of the disease a source of profit to them, because they are being 
appointed on plague duty on a salary of Rs. 300 rising to Rs. 500 a month. 
Though the Government is so lavish towards these men, it is very niggardly 
in its treatment of the Native Assistant Surgeons. When the latter were 
appointed on p ague duty, they were given the assurance that they would get 
Rs. 160 a month. But, asa matter of fact, they are getting no more than 


Rs. 130. The Native Assistant Surgeons are undoubtedly more competent men 
than the Military students, but their skin is black. 
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97. The Basumati of the 15th June writes as follows about the Hindu 
Pere - woman who lately drowned herself to escape deten- 
The caso of suicide fromafear tion ing segregation camp:— Rie 

of segregation: a The og 18 the redeemer of the fallen, the 
refuge of those who are in disgrace— the ges is our all-in-al]. In life she 
ig our one refuge, a8 in death she is our one support. There is no breast so 
cool as her’s! ‘The Hindu lady who was in fear of di acted rightly in 
drowning herself in the Ganges, and she will not incur the sin of self-slaughter 
for so doing. In cases like these, suicide is the best course for a Hindu woman 
to take, for death is always to be preferred to dishonour. But the man. who 
caused this death by his folly, will incur the exceptionally grave sin of 
murdering @ woman. We did not know before that a Bengali born in a Brahman 


BaSUMATI, 
June 15th, 1899, 


family would be unable to enter into the feelings of a Bengali woman, to - 


pathise with her fear of disgrace. What wonder that Englishmen, who are 
gliens in race, religion, and temperament, should be guilty of oppression, when 
evena Bengali Brahman can so far forget himself for the sake of his post? 
A child of the soil, you should have protected the woman even at the cost of 
your own life; but instead of doing that, you caused her to destroy herself by 
our fiendishly cruel words. What shall we say to Sir John Woodburn? We 
ave nothing to say to him He has not certainly directed anybody to commit 
oppression; to detain in a segregation camp people suffering from slight fever. 
Jt is not the sun over his head which strikes the Lengali with apoplexy, but 
the dust beneath his feet, which derives its heat from the sun’s rays. We 
request Sir John Woodburn to select only sober, staid, kindhearted, religious 
minded, and elderly people as Plague Inspectors. 


28. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th June fails to see why the post from 
Gopalnagar, within the jurisdiction of the Joypur 
post-office in the Bankura district, has, for the fast 
month or so, taken three days to reach Bankura town, though it usually 
reaches Bankura in two days. ‘The distance between Cp Hag and Bankura 
town, — only 30 miles, there should not be so much delay in the transmis- 
sion of letters. 


A postal complaint. 


BANKURA DaRPAN, 
June 16th, 1899, 


Now that the rainy season is at hand, and the Damodar will be in flood - 


before long, the usual delay in the arrival of mails should be avoided by 
taking the Adra, instead of the Raniganj route. There is a good road from 
Bankura to Adra, which is intersected by only two canals, whilst the road to 
Raniganj is crossed by the Damodar. 


29. The Hitavadi of the 16th June complains that the pilgrims confined 
in the Hardwar plague camp have to undergo 
great trouble and inconvenience on account of not 
being supplied with food at the cost of the Government. The Government 
has opened a plague camp at Hardwar, no doubt, with the praiseworthy object 
of preventing the importation of the plague into that town by pilgrims. But 
care should be taken to protect the inmates of the camp against oppression, 
highhandedness, and positive inconvenience. The inmates of the Chausa camp 
are supplied with food at the public expense, Why not the inmates of the 

ardwar camp? ‘The attention of the authorities is drawn to the severity of 
the plague rules enforced at Hardwar. 


30. The same paper thus complains against Dr. Bird of the Calcutta 
Medical College :— : : 

Dr. Bird of the Calcutta Medical College is 
making himself famous. The other day he was fined Rs. 20 for setting a dog 
upon a native. Here is another instance of his misconduct. Not long ago, a 
respectable resident of Calcutta had his son lodged at the Medical College 
Hospital at the instance of his medical advisers. The boy was admitted at 
6-30 a.m., and was attended by the medical students, who did not venture to 
call Dr. Bird. The boy’s father personally requested him to attend the patient, 
but in vain. He was insulted by the Doctor. The boy died at 10-3 a.m., 
without being properly attended. This happened on the Ist May last. Such 
an incident would not have taken place if the natives had known how to. sue 
such doctors for damages. We hope that the Government will call for an 
explanation from Dr. Bird for this dereliction of duty. 


The Hardwar plague camp. 


Dr. Bird’s neglect of a patient. 
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31. The Prativast of the — = writes :— . . | 

is world cannot possi estow on Mr. B 2 
Mr. Beatson-Bell and the Birth- Bel], Magistrate of Beckergan ge, an adequate pe 

day Honours. ; : . r 
for his god-like conduct during the outbreak of 
plague in Siddhukati. Still, it isto be noted that Government did not think 
fit to confer a title on Mr. Bell, on the man, that is, who during the above 
outbreak, though lord of his district, did himself gather firewood and burn 
dead bodies, which even dear relatives feared to touch. The greatness of 
Mr. Bell’s character is, indeed, without compare. To him his virtue is its own 
reward, and he must have slight regard for earthly distinction. Neverthelegs. , 
the omission of his name from the Birthday Honours’ List shows that Govern- 
ment hardly appreciates merit. We expected to find Mr. Bell’s name at the 

top of that list. 


} 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


32. Referring to Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s discomfiture at the late election 
of a member to the Bengal Council by the Muni- 
cipality of Calcutta, the Sanjivani of the 15th June 
writes as follows :— 

There are few men in cur country so patriotic and independent and 
possessed of such a strong sense of duty as Babu Narendra Nath; and his 
countrymen are deeply indebted to him for the fearless manner in which he 
protested against the objectionable clauses of the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 
His discomfiture at the late election has, therefore, been a great disappoint- 


Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s 
discom fiture. 


ment to the public. The Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality could © 


not be said to have acted wisely in not returning to the Council a represen- 
tative who had worked so hard in connection with the Bill while it was 
passing through the Select Committee and who had fearlessly opposed its 
principle from the very outset. He made no small self-sacrifice during the 
time he was in the Council, and it is a matter of great regret that he was not 
allowed to see the close of his labours. The Municipal Commissioners 
certainly deserve to be censured for not carrying out the wish of the rate- 
payers in this matter. 

‘There is no longer any hope of Babu Narendra Nath getting a seat in the 
Council this time, unless Sir John Woodburn kindly nominates him to one, and 
thereby places the rate-payers of Calcutta under a deep debt of gratitude 
to him. 


33. The Mitavadi of the 16th June writes as follows :— 
eee ae ee scenes in the matter of the election of a member for 
the Legislative Council by the District Boards of the Burdwan Division. It 
was at first proposed to give all the votes of the Midnapore District Board to 
Babu Baikanta Nath Sen, but it has been decided otherwise ata meeting of 
that Board. We could not at first account for this vacillation, but we subse- 
quently came tv learn that even some officials interested themselves in the 
matter. It also came to our knowledge that Babu Mati Lal Ghosh, (Editor, 
Amrita Bazar Patrika), sent a. favourite (one Satya Charan) to secretly take 
steps against Baikanta Babu’s election, But in the end Mati Babu withdrew 


his first letter and wrote anotber letter either out of love for, or fear of, 
Baikanta Babu. ) 


We fail to account, however, for this change in Mati Babu’s conduct’ 
It is said that he took two thousand rupees from the Kasimbazar estate, and 
for this he mer have to answer in Court. Under these circumstances, Mati 
Babu will be the last person in the world to offend Baikanta Babu. God alone 
knows whether this is really the cause of Mati Babu’s changing his mind. 
But his conduct in this matter of election is worthy of notice. It isa matter 
for congratulation, however, that all the District Boards, excepting the Midna- 
pore District Board, have resolved to vote for Baikanta Babu. Dr. R. L. Dutt, 
Civil Surgeon of Hooghly, though a Government servant, interested himself in 
the canvassing for votes. Babu Nanda Lal Gossain of Serampore gave proofs 


of his moral courage by openly referring to this in his face at a meeting of the 
District Board.. 


Many tricks are being played behind the. 
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election. 
Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s 


defeat. ' among 


34, The same paper has the’ following with reference to Mr. Apcar's 


Babu Kalinath Mitra was the first and foremost 
those who laboured hard to bring about 


Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s defeat. He thrice tried to be elected and was thrice 


defeated. 


It only speaks’ for his large-heartedness, that thus repeatedly 


defeated and sure of a defeat, even on this occasion, he should back up a 


European Commissioner a 
Nath Sen’s outspokenness 


were urged upon to oppose his election. Mr. Apcar 


inst Babu Narendra Nath Sen. 
ined him many enemies, and these enemies 
always made it a point’to 


Babu Naren 


propose Babu Kalinath. So Babu Kalinath proposed Mr. Apcar on the present 


occasion. 


Of the Suburban Commissioners, only two supported Babu Narendra Nath 


Sen. Babu Priya Nath Mallik and Doctor Rammay 
And in this they were enthusias- 
tically joined by an old barrister. Mr. T. Palit is not a Commissioner, but he 
has great influence with some Metropolitan and Suburban Commissioners. 
So the ranks of Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s opponents gradually swelled. 
Personal spite also came into play. All the Attorney Commissioners, with 
the exception of Bhupendranath Basu, voted against Narendra Babu. Theosophy 
also has increased the number of Narendra Babu’s enemies. 


canvassed for votes on Mr. Apcar’s behalf. 


therefore, has not surprised us. 


Election for the Bengal Council 
by the Calcutta Municipality. 


help it in discussing the measure. 


representative in the Bengal Council. Clear 


Ray most actively 


His defeat, 


35. The Dacca Prakash of the 18th June has the following :— 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill is now under the 
consideration of the Bengal Council, and it was 
considered extremely necessary that Babus Surendra 
Nath Banerji and Narendra Nath Sen should be present in the Council to 
In fact, it was precisely for this reason that 
Government deprived Dacca of its right to return a member to the Council 
and gave that right to the Presidency Division. It was the Commissioners of 
the Calcutta Municipality themselves who prayed that the two gentlemen 
might be permitte to serve in the Council for another term. But the same 
Commissioners have now refused to elect Babu Narendra Nath Sen as their 
proof, indeed, of a sense of 


duty on the part of the citizens of Calcutta! The fact that they consider even 
Mr. Apcar superior to their educated native fellow-citizens proves that their 


education is of no value. 
person, if only he is a sahed. 


Even an Armenian is, in their estimation, a superior 
All the boast and brag of the 
Calcutta and their newspapers that they are fit to compete with 


eople of 
uropeans 


now appears idle and empty. Henceforward, it will be sheer impudence 
on their part if they venture to reprove any wealthy native for employing 
a European instead of a native in his service. When, for want of a competent 
native a sahkeb has been elected in Calcutta to represent it in the Bengal 
Council, nobody will be entitled to blame the municipalities and District 


Boards in the count 
representatives. 


if all of them now proceed to elect Europeans as their 
This election of Europeans by the natives will enable 


Government to do away with all the difficulties of the elective system 
by itself a pontine European members to the Council, and Government 


certainly wi 
nominated by itself. 


& confession of their unfitness for memberships 


and distract native society. Government shoul 


are dreaded by all orthodox and pious Hindus. 


of a privilege, which is fraught with so much mischie 
are enabled by means of this elective system to enter t 


nowledge of the country nor any fitness to represen 
to the Hindu religion as they are, they are powerless to do any good, while 


They 


not lay itself open to blame if it gets the work of the Council 
done by men and in the way it has been done so long, namely, by Europeans 


If the native citizens of Calcutta, who boast of their education, thus make 
of the Legislative Council, as 
they have done in the present instance, it surely behoves Government to ' 
abolish the elective system so far as those people are concerned. These elections 
entail not an inconsiderable expenditure on Government; the candidates for 


election suffer both in mind and purse, and party-feeling and dala-dals divide 
not sanction the continuance 


f, The class of natives who 
he Legislative Council - 
possess neither any 
t it; and bitterly hostile 


Dacca Prakash, 
June 18th, 1899. 
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jerfectly able to convulse Hindu society by lending their. support to projects 
of legislation which are opposed to that religion. It is for this reebais, "hat 
Hindu society is unwilling to see such men occupying seats in the Legislative 
Council. No Hindu, therefore, has the least faith in the elective system. If, 
out of deference to this feeling of the Hindu, the leading men of Calcutta, 
that is, the worthy representatives in the Municipal Corporation of the inhabi- 
tants of the metropolis have now elected a saheb instead of a Hindu to represent 
them in the Bengal Council, they are certainly entitled to our thanks, and 
insiead of taking them to task, we ought to be grateful to them. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengak Translator, 
BenGAL! TRANSLATOR’8 OFFICE, 


The 24th June 1899. 
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